
10      July 2010  •  ROADS&BRIDGES

Sign up to receive our 
weekly newsletter
www.roadsbridges.com

SPANNING THE NEWS

By Allen Zeyher, Managing Editor

Reconstruction of the aged Brooklyn-

Queens Expressway (BQE) is still years 

away, but residents are not waiting to protest.

The expressway was built in 1954 with an 

expected life of 50 years, so it is already past 

due for refurbishment. The New York State 

Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) said 

the structure could last another 10 years, but 

the agency has started planning for its eventual 

$250 million replacement.

The focus of the project is the section 

between Sands Street and Atlantic Avenue 

in downtown Brooklyn and underneath the 

Brooklyn Heights Promenade.

The catch is the historic row houses along 

the path. NYSDOT has not yet decided on a 

plan, but the residents of the historic district 

want to head off any possibility that the federal 

government could seize their land by eminent 

domain to build a new expressway.

One option being considered at this very 

preliminary stage is called the “standard” 

alternative. It would upgrade the expressway 

to modern standards, such as widening lanes 

where the current BQE has narrow lanes, ex-

tending merge distances and adding shoulders 

where the current BQE has none.

With its 1950s-style lanes, merges and lack 

of shoulders, a couple of times a week an ac-

cident brings traffi c to a crawl at best. Conges-

tion lingers after the accident is cleared.

The second design option, according to the 

Brooklyn Eagle, involves boring a tunnel under 

Brooklyn Heights and downtown Brooklyn.

The third alternative, and the one that 

scares historic residents, involves an expan-

sion of the expressway. The expansion would 

require the demolition of a fi ve-block stretch 

of Brooklyn Heights, including historic row 

houses, businesses and a condominium build-

ing, according to NBC New York. The plan 

could demolish 30-50 buildings in the pricey 

area, including some of the borough’s most 

expensive houses.

Residents protested the original plan for 

the BQE in 1954, when designer Robert Moses 

planned for the expressway to run through the 

heart of the neighborhood. Residents banded 

together and forced Moses to accept their “Citi-

zen Alternative Plan,” which rerouted the ex-

pressway and created a three-decked structure 

along the waterfront, the top level of which 

was the Brooklyn Heights Promenade.

“We are not expecting the state DOT to go 

forward with this worst-case scenario for fi xing 

the BQE,” Judy Stanton, executive director of 

the Brooklyn Heights Association, told the New 

York Post. “We are dealing with a different DOT 

than we were 50 years ago.”

NYSDOT plans to do everything it can to 

make its decision process as transparent as 

possible, according to Adam Levine, NYSDOT’s 

director of public affairs. Levine called the emi-

nent domain option the “worst-case scenario.”

Jump start in Brooklyn
Residents staking their claim early on in BQE rebuild

RAMONA L. FASTOW AND LANCE CPL. JAMES “JIM” PERL 
received “Thank You” packages through the ROADS & BRIDGES “We 
Care” program. The program sends care packages to loved ones of 
ROADS & BRIDGES readers. The packages contain items such as books, 
DVDs, snacks and personal-care items. Capt. Fastow (pictured) grad-
uated from West Point in 2005 and currently serves with the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade Combat Team in Afghanistan. She was nominated 
for a “Thank You” package by her father, Fredric Fastow. Lance Cpl. 
Perl is serving in Afghanistan. Any ROADS & BRIDGES reader may submit 
the name of their loved one serving in the military in Afghanistan or 
Iraq by e-mailing the soldier’s name and shipping address to Sandi 
Stevenson at sstevenson@sgcmail.com. 


